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place of retreat for students of the Vedanta, through the generosity of Miss Minnie C. Boock, one of his devoted students, Though the Swami himself did not visit this place, he was much pleased with the accounts he heard of it. It was very suitably adapted for the purpose, being fifty miles from a railway station and twelve miles from the nearest habitation, except the Post-office, three miles distant. It was virgin soil, surrounded by forests and hills, being situated on the uplands in the southern part of the valley of the San Antone on the eastern slope of Mount Hamilton in Santa Clara County of California at an elevation of about 2,500 feet. It was twelve miles from the famous Lick Observatory on Mt. Hamilton. Being thus removed far from the conflicting influences of worldly life, the name "Shanti Ashrarna" or "Peace Retreat" was appropriately given to It. On the second of August, the Swami Turiyananda went for the first time to the place with twelve students whom he trained regularly in meditation, living with them the austere monastic life as in India, These visitings of two months in the year have been kept up since then by the Swami in charge of the San Francisco centre.
Late in the spring of 1900, in the company of friends the Swami retired to Camp Taylor, in the country, for a short vacation. The end of the lecture course found him much exhausted. His health necessitated rest and change ; and when he returned to San Francisco after three weeks, it was thought advisable that he should stop at the residence of his disciple, Dr. Logan, in Oak Street, there to be under constant medical supervision, if necessary. Dr. William Forster, a noted physician, also attended him. Thus he was prevented from resuming his public preaching for the present. He, however, gave a series of four lectures on the Gita in the parlours at 6, Greary Street and at the private Hall at 770 Oak Street on May 24th, 26th, 28th and 29th.
It would be well to make a few quotations here in order to convey an idea of the profound impression the Swami created by his teaching and preaching in California. A correspondent